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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR, BU, CU, MX, PE, VE 
SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ZHIVKOV S TRAVEL 

1 . ACCORDING TO SOME LATIN AMBASSADORS HERE, ZHIVKOV HAD 
PLANNED A SWING THROUGH SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN CAPITALS IN 
MARCH OR APRIL, INCLUDING LIMA, CARACAS, MEXICO, AND HAVANA. 
APPARENTLY NOT ALL THE VISITS HAD BEEN FIRMED UP, BUT ACCORD- 
ING TO PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR, THE ONE IN LIMA AT LEAST HAD 
BEEN FIRMLY SCHEDULED. 

2. SOMETIME LAST WEEK THE SOFIA REPS OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
WERE INFORMED THAT "FOR REASONS OF HEALTH" ZHIVKOV WOULD HAVE 
TO POSTPONE THE TRIP UNTIL SOMETIME LATER THIS YEAR. NEVERTHELESS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRESS REPORTS CONTINUING NORMAL ACTIVITY OF ZHIVKOV IN RECEIVING 
VISITORS, ADDRESSING MEETINGS, ETC. 

3. WE REPORT CANCELLATION ON HEALTH GROUNDS AS POSSIBLE 
INDICATOR THAT SOMETHING MAY BE WRONG WITH ZHIVKOV'S 
HEALTH. AT SAME TIME, IT APPEARS TO US MORE LIKELY THAT 
"HEALTH" WAS GIVEN AS REASON FOR POSTPONEMENT OF LATIN 
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AMERICAN TRIP THAT WAS ACTUALLY POSTPONED ON OTHER GROUNDS. 

4. VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR CARMONA TELLS US NO FIRM DATE 
HAD BEEN SET FOR CARACAS VISIT AND MEXICAN AMBASSADOR 
RAMIREZ SAYS THE SAME WITH RESPECT TO MEXICO. HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TO PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR, THE LATIN AMERICANS 
ARE MERELY PRESENTING COMMON FRONT IN PRESERVING CONFI- 
DENTIALITY OF WHAT THEY WERE TOLD BY BULGARIANS. 

HERZ 
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